
A VIHfPE STREAK DISASTER
MysteryDeepens-

As a Strange
Light Appears
in the Office
of Millionaire
GraftonT-

HE SYNOPSIS
John Grafton who owns almost all of

Kenyonvllle which ho built up on A

tract of practically worthless lar2 Soft
him by his father receives a visit from
Jamas EUford on old friend During the
evenIng they visit club and while
there Grafton hla friend of how suc-
cess came to hIm and how he had mart
cased about all he had to back one George
Colson In building a traction line Then
he takes Gilford down to see his modem
office buildIng arriving there about 11 p
m
While going up in the a white

shaft of light is seen but Investigation fails
to reveal anything and HUford
finally reach the formers eflic and the
visitor is shown the Me ball sate Which la
supposed to hold 57000000 in aoeurttles
ford seems to b 5 depressed and has a feel-

Ing of impending disaster finally
the building and separate Oration look
back and sees a momentary Gash f light to
his office He finally decides to recurs awl
Investigate
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CHAPTER IV

A Run and a Shock-
At nearly 1 oolock In morning

with nobody presumably to swtioh
them on or off the electric tights In
Graftons own office had gone rout

For a moment he was absolutely
certain of the fact Short as had been
his view of the windows he felt wholly
positive that they had boon brilliantly
Illuminated and that at the very In-

stant of his turning the Illumination
had vanished

But as he stood and stared at the
black wall five blocks behind the

of the affair confronted
himDoubtless

ho had been mistaken tha
lights had been in one of the othsr
offices either on the floor above or the
floor below Probably one of the few
late tenants war just leaving his place
of business must have been It

And yet the rooms directly above
him were occupied by French tho
architect and French had bean In New
Tork for more than a week And tho
rooms below were rented by Drake
the lawyer who had passed the host
part of a month In bed with rheuma-
tism

Grafton muttered In his perloxUy
and stared on Whether ho oared to
admit It or not It was very unlikely
that the lights had been either above
or below his rooms and the precious
contents

Well It was his own office then and
Parker had turned on the lamps fora final look around That was like
Parker for In his scrupulous care

things pertaining to the big
Ing It had probably occurred to him to
glance about when his employer had
left Jn search of possible stray
matches or clgarstiimpa that might
have made trouble

But thoro was Just a little flaw inthat theory aa Grafton discovered
aft r a moments consideration Parker began his tour at the top and

At seventeen minutes past
twelve as Grafton recalled very vividly now he had pressed tho watchmansbutton In room on tho tenth floorThe short walk with Elsford andparting had consumed perhapsfifteen minutes Graftons wait on thecorner and his own covering of another five blocks might hove been goodfor another ten

ST
which must have elapsed sincetheir watching tho clock and Parkerstour rarely consumed more than halfan hour in short he must now besomewhere about the third floorandho could not have turned outtIght not two minutes back

Having made his quick calculation a
Grafton

sight had not been his Imagination itan not been paused by Parker and Ifnot by Parker then by whom
gloomy forebodings sweptover him with tho force of a direprophecy Had his office beon enteredand one Interested in obtaining possession of the notesWas there a man In the neighborhood

so expert and daring that he had undertaken the job of opening Graftonsimpregnable safe x
And If eo was the safe really Irti

pregnable and if It wore not had theearly morning visitor succeeded Inmaking off with the contents
Some One Went Out

The questions surged through Graftons mind with a speed almost stupetying HO stepped out briskly for the
Grafton building and any sense ofshame had vanished altogether-

A block was behind and his rrs
nail turned to certainties his

office had been entered He glanced
up again at the building half

to we the light once more but
something in the very blackness of the
big expanse seemed to hint that the
damage was already done

It was an old notion but It Im-
pressed Grafton powerfully at the mo
mnt he quickened walk and
quickened It again until at the third
block he was running at top speed to-
ward his offlcoe now glancing ahead
now lancing upward again The wall
remained absolutely dark and blankIt seemed to have no Intention of sup
plrnientlnc the bit of odd information
already given its owner

Th last of the five blocks he
at a literal gallop when he pulled up
sharply before tho big arched doorway
h was panting hard as much frrm
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minutes ago Instead of aa you ey
Some one did

None of the other tenants are In
the building are they

No sir Not one
Grafton removed his hat and wiped

the perspiration from his forehead
No theory seemed possible save that
of unlawful entry of his sanctum

Well well go up and Investigate
he said shortly

Ho walked to the elevator and Par-
ker having switched on the current
followed quickly

Your safe sir ho hazarded has
It been

tThats whnt I tiont know replied
Grafton grimly But If It has you

cracked 7

No sit not a sign of trouble any-
where

Youre sure
Why perfectly Mr Grafton

door is as fast as it could be
There Isnt a mark anywhere in the
neighborhood of the combination or
elsewhere for tnat matter

Its true thank
But all the same fclr the watch

straightened up there has been
a visitor In here very recently Smell
that

Graftons afflicted nose sniffed In
vain

Youre not talking of Turkish to-
bacco too ho asked

It is that and nothing slsethat

See-
The

man

goodness
¬

>

¬

Yes It appear ooy
He frowned again aa he stored at the

tate
Parker that either an ordinary

thief here to pick up what he could or
It was a follow with definite designs on
that safe Im blest if I knew which
1o think Just now

Was there something very Impor-
tant in the vault

The most Important thing on earth
to me murmured In i

business sense at any rate It was a
little bundle of papers Parker They
have been in the First National vaults
for a year now and I got them out
only today Thinking that they would
be enough up here 1 decided

was

Grafton

acre

I

anxiety aa from the exertion for the
nearer that he had approached life
mystery the more sinister Its aspect
had seemed to become

He was morally certain now that
something had gone wrong and his
agitated fingers fumbled long and
fruitlessly before the door would opon
In the dim light of the lower corri-
dor he drew a long breath anti lis
tened Stops wore coining down the
stairs He ran forward rather expect-
ing to confront the person responsible-
for his agitation

It was however Parker The
opened his eyes a trifle at the

sight of his employer
Back again sir
Parker when wore you on the

ninth floor I moan the last trip
Why the watchman glanced at

his clock It was 1222 when I passed

Passed It Didnt you goln
Not this trip sir or rather only

to reach in and prose the button you
know I

Grafton frowned
Twelvetwentytwo eh Youre

certain of that Parker
Of course I am sir Theres the

punch on tho dial of the olOQk
And what have you been doing

since thon
Coming down through the building

sirA trifle of acidity found its way Into
the watchmans voice He was
a man of extreme care and toe
seemed to bo an indefinite sort of In
sinuation in Graftons questions

May Mr Grafton he asked
Grafton looked squarely at hun

See hero Parker It is now Just
about ten mlnutos to 1 oclock At
quarter of 1 Just about five minutes

were not In my private of-
fice were you

Your private office Mr Grafton
gasped Parker

Oh Im not accusing you of any
thlngdont think that All I want Is
positive Information Were you

Certainly not sir At quarter to 1
I pushed the Indicator In room 201

Ah The second floor then Just as
I had figured

But
Welt while you were on the second-

or third floor say any time In the last
five Or six minutes did you hear any
signs of anyone In the building

Only when you went out two or
three minutes ao Mr Grafton

When I went out
Why yes sir it cant be more

than that since you went down in
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Stepped in Quickly and Threw on the Lights Parker Standing With Drawn
Turned Rapidly to All Corners of the Main Office

II I-

Re Re-
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the elevator and this very door
can It

Youre sure some one wont put arc
you

Certainly Im sure
Grafton moistened his lips

Then it may interest you to know
Parker that I left here just about
half an hour you wOre on
the tenth floor fact

But Mr Grafton
And whoever it was that left hero

when you last heard the door close
yes it must have been that man

Man sir What many
Parkers Interest was becoming most

keen and his perplexity was
dent

Grafton perceived the latter and
realized that in the mental whirl that
had taken possession of him he was
becoming rather incoherent

I dont know that we can bumo
you he said Logically I suppose
that w should have at least two men
In here at night But however that
may be within the past halfhour my
office has been entered b some one
who had no business In there

Your private office sir
My private office and the visitor

turned on the lights In full Had I
not seen then down the street no one
would have known of It until
Ing

But let us go up sir and
Hold on Hes gone clear now

whoever he was I want to know one
of two things first I suppose that
there Is no need of my asking whether
you heard anything In the way of An
explosion anything that would seem
to hint at safecracking

If I had Id have been investigat-
ing It before now sly said Parker
rather tartly

Of course So I assumed but
Well have you heard anything In any

out of the
no sir that I sup

posed you left the building only a few
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may be working for some one else this
time next month Parker

The car stopped and they stepped
out and listened Not a sound was to
be hoard on the ninth floor They
walked quickly down the hall and
Grafton tried his door It was quite
fast but It could hardly have been
otherwise for the spring locks closed
automatically

Well he closed the door after him
at least he muttered Now we shall
see

Serious Conclusions-
He stepped In quickly and threw on

the lights Parker standing with
drawn revolver turned rapidly to all
corners of the main office There was
no sign of an intruder Grafton
sighed

Hes certain
damage he may have done is

over now Parker
But your own office sir

Grafton opened the door The moon
light was fairly bright and It was
evident at once that the visitor had
departed What traces had he left be
hind

Graftons hand trembled as it feltagain for the switch What would
that flood of light reveal His little
vault shattered and emptied

He growled Impatiently at his own
hesitation and turned the little knob
Then he stood motionless hardly dar
ing to look toward the corner

Weli she seems to be all right
sir said Parker-

A great sigh of relief escaped Graf
ton his eager eyes sought the
steel Parker was safe
stood there Intact and Without o much
as a scratch

Well thats downright queer he
exclaimed almost laughing as the
load left him

She hasnt been touched sir
Parker was bonding over the safe
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odor never comes from anything
some of these here Turkish cigarettes

By Jove I believe I can catch It
myself He sniffed again Yes and
its strong this time

Its all of that sir
And theres another thing it seams

to me to be extremely coot In here
everything considered-

I had noticed It when we first
Parker smiled He came

through the window
That seems to be about only

explanation but
How did he do It I ws thinking

of that too The ladders of the fire
escapes were all taken down when we
closed up this evening for the paint
ers He couldnt have climbed up

Grafton shook his head end
But after a minute his face

lightened up
Well I dont know that I am par-

ticularly interested In the way hc tame
or the way he went Parker The main
point about the whole affair Is that
either you or I frightened him off

gave up the Job as rather too for-
midable The safe is untouched and
tlats all I care particulars about
just now

And still sir Its very unpleasant
to think that any one could walk In
like that

Grafton laughed
Decidedly Well have to get an-

other man here Immediately so that
there are two of you on tne move all
ntght Ill see BurleIgh who has the
detective agency on the fifth floor to
morrow and have one of his men d
tolled to stay with you until we canget a permanent man Well

Locked or Unlocked
He paused and yawned T juker was

walking around prying n u the
and examlng things generally

Everything seems to be all right
sir
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not rateim theta t beak and
when we were done XeJdiig ever
them

He stopped short and lain Mouth
open

fAn extremely odd memory mis
its way back to him

When we were looking over
themYes

sir said Parker after a
panes of many seconds

Grafton ran his fingers through hit
heIr After they had finished look-
ing over those Colson notes that was
the point

A few minutes back he readily

the safe
Now

Collins tho attorney had left Graf-
ton had been sitting there glancing
through the documents An Instant
later Elsfords wire had arrived That
had been an entire surprise It had
meant that Grafton would have to
hurry like maul If he was to return
home and then make the train on
which Elsford arrived

Had he locked the papers In the saleor had he left them lying on open
desk For a moment or two such an
act by so methodical a seemed
utterly incredible he could believe
It even of himself But or
memory came more rapidity and stilt
more Grafton breathing hard
scared wildly at his wondering watch-
man and made several Ineffectual
efforts at speech before words
would come

Parker he finally contrived
Why yes sir
Parker as Eure Im a living man

I never locked up those at all
I carefully on the desk while-
I put on my I walked out
without ever opening the safes

CHAPTER V

A Staggering Blow
Parker stood openmouthed
Such a statement coming from such

a man as Grafton a creature of sys-
tem from the soles of bin choas to thetop of his head was not to nsslm
tinted in a moment

cant be sir said Parker
with much conviction

Its the fact groaned Grafton I
recall it all quite clearly now Thero
was a telegram for me just a minuteor two before 6 it happened to be
quite a surprise and necessitated a
good deal of hurrying Tne papers
were in my hand and I laid them
down meaning to open the safe and
then get my coat Yes thats It ex-
actly I remember putting en the coat
end looking at the clock Then I
how infernally little time I had and
rushed out of the office telling Jen
raison that I should not be lack untilmorning I remember the whole thinsnow

re-
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7000000
In Securities

Stolen
From Desk
Left Open

By Financier
And y i just dropped the papers

on the desk utrr
1 Not oat that but I left the desk
wide By George The fellow
tint sent the tetageua did me a
bad turn I few

It le k so sir but Parker
JMHoK nothing at stake was recover-
ing Mla tiaeM rapidly Most Ukely
yew papers all there yet sir safe

Gcafton potted himeetf together with-
a strong effort and a faint drawn
smile appeared on his hits
nt the notion rather staggered me

for a minute Parker he SAM But
of course they are must be

one save myetf at least very
few dare attempt to use
them But to me they mesa about
everything on earth However well

have theta sow If theyre at
heuid

Very uncertainly he walked across
to the desk sad stared at it With
soak an effort as be would have be
Ikved hardly possible he was trying

brace himself for th search
through the desk litter a search which
might la finding himself a the
worst predicament of hie

His hands shook vleSenttty is he
raised one document fwd than

He would know that little Col
eon boodle la an Instant by the red
tape about It and the peculiarly heavy
white paper and ktHiw too

thins that It should have been
there before him on top of the heap

The papers had not been disturbed
by him since leaving at fi While Ela
ford sat there across the office be had
touched nothing on the

He hunted on and OM and as the
outlook became worse Grafton
more calm He worked his way down
to the polished surface of the desk

Colsoc papers did not appear
Find them sr
Not yet Parker
In one of the small drawers may-

be
I havent

Oey Im positive of that said Grafton
slowly

But be pulled thesis out one after the
other wail all lay before him Not a
thfeig had bees disturbed old bills old
records oM motes returned checks all
were there and perfectly classified as
ewer The Cofaon Rotes were not

Its very pecuMarr muttered Graf-
ton

t Is Indeed sir sId Parker sym
pateettealiy You have looked In the

Ive looked everywhere In the
desk

Can I help
Grafton turned half stupidly Per-

haps excitement had sent his eyes
askew perhaps he had somehow over-
looked the bundle among the other
papers

Parker he said you Just fo
through that pile of stuff and see if
youre able to locate a little package

documents about so long and so
wide made of very heavy bond paper
and tied with a bit of stile tape

The watchman obeyed silently his
employer followed his every move
with a sort of terrified fascination
calm though ho had become Ono by

Parker piled them deftly at tilde

and hunted sad hunted and huatd for
a sign of red tape

At the end of five minutes he stood
up road faced Grafton

There Is nothing of the sort here
sir so far as I can

No said the other in a low choked
voice I was right Parker theyve
been takenr

But who would take them sir
1 cant say that but gone they cer

talaly are and unless they come beck
within

HA broke off abruptly Hands In bis
he turned and walked up and

dogs the office
The whole thing was too Incredible

despite all the evidence before him
despite its fact that his precious
papers were aataft7 some he could
not admit the situation Why If It
were really so what wouldnt It mesa

I must have been wrong Parker
be said harshly Never in my life
have I done such a foot thing I must
have locked them up and forgotten it
in my hurry thats alL

And you think theyre la the safe
sUil sir

I know It
The Lord only lows I hope sot

breathed Parker
Grafter took new grip on himself

and went to his spherical safe Try
as be would his hands trembled

hope as he would there was a
sickening feeling of the uselessness of
the preceding1 But he twirled the knob
backward and forward and within a
minute or two the door was released

There This little drawer la where
they belong he said as his keys

Jlngfed against the steel Interior
Heres where we shall find them

Parker pretty sure
Shock of Realization

The small box was laid upon his
desk and Grafton sat down before it
sisal tried to that all was still
well

The last lock yras opined sad the
Lover thrown back Grafton for a
space of mossy seconds stared Into the
hex

Nothing under the sun In there but
those eld papers relating to the Mainwartag estate he muttered

To Be Continued Next Sunday
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